


Introduction to This Study Guide

ince its publication, the book, Return to Order: From a Frenzied Economy to an Organic Christian Society—

Where We've Been, How We Got Here, and Where We Need to Go, has circulated far and wide. Demand for the
book prompted the publication of a second hardcover edition, two paperback editions, and a workbook format
edition. The e-book and an audio book have also been popular.

Many have commented that Return to Order is a very intense book and needs to be discussed in depth among
those of like mind. A few study groups have used the book for their discussions. Each chapter can provide along
and enjoyable evening of conversation and debate.

This study guide was created to help in the discussion of the important principles contained in Return to Order.
Its fifty-one chapters and conclusion lend well to a weekly, yearlong study. For this reason, a chapter-by-chapter
guide has been provided. However, not everyone has the opportunity to make such a huge effort. For those with
less time, the readers can choose chapters out of each of the book’s nine sections. Study groups might even dis-
cuss two or three related chapters at a single meeting. In a very organic fashion, those using this guide can decide
how to map the material to accommodate the time they have available.

The publisher and author hope those using this study guide may benefit from the summaries and questions
provided. The guide highlights issues of vital importance to the future of the nation. It will help readers under-
stand and prepare to deal with a coming economic crisis by proposing solutions based on the timeless principles
of an organic Christian society. Use this guide as a way to enrich the reading of this book and hasten America’s
return to order.

Those who wish to do more and join the debate over America’s future can:

e Subscribe to the Return to Order weekly e-newsletter at www.returntoorder.org/subscribe.

e Organize a Return to Order study group at your church, organization, or community using this study guide.

e Buy bulk copies of Return to Order for your study group by contacting the author at the number, address, or
email below.

e Sponsor a talk or signing for author John Horvat II for your group or parish by calling the number below.

e Follow the campaign on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

For more information, contact:
Return to Order
P.O. Box 1337
Hanover, PA 17331
Call: (855) 861-8420
Email: jh1908@aol.com




Introduction | Back on Course

n the introduction of the book, Return to Order: From a Frenzied Economy to an Organic Christian Society—Where

We've Been, How We Got Here, and Where We Need to Go, author John Horvat II makes three main points:

The first is that there is a very profound yet not immediately apparent economic crisis in America. With an
abundance of goods and services on display, everything appears to be working and even prosperous on the surface.
To describe the state of the nation, the author employs the metaphor of a cruise ship on a never-ending cruise
where everything is bustling. Without a final destination or major worry, most people are only concerned about
finding ways to prolong the party on board. However, serious problems exist aboard this cruise ship. Economically,
socially, politically, and morally, the nation is in crisis. There are external threats to the ship. The unity once based
on God, flag, and family no longer holds. No one has the courage to suggest ending this unsustainable party.

In his second point, the author establishes his credentials for dealing with this matter. He speaks of the book
as the director of the American Studies Commission, a project of the American Society for the Defense of Tradi-
tion, Family, and Property (TFP). The book is solidly based on social and economic teachings of the Catholic
Church, natural law, and reason. Its teachings can very well serve as a lighthouse to guide the debate over the
nation’s future.

The final point is an outline of what the book contains. It is a road map to give the reader an idea of what to
expect. It especially deals with a great imbalance in modern economy and a solution based on what he calls an
“organic Christian society.

Discussion Questions
Answering the questions at the end of each chapter will help the reader understand the concepts. During this
study, write down any other questions that come to mind and discuss them with the group.

¢ Does the image of a cruise ship adequately describe parts of the present culture? Describe ways mod-
ern society is like a cruise ship.
Modern society is like a cruise ship in the following ways:
- Its bigness and disproportional pleasures;
- The fantasy element of people turned inward;
= The idea of deferred payment for pleasures;
- Ease of intemperance as a result of abundance;
- The aspect of a debt party of spending and more spending;
= A climate of constant entertainment and drama, making everything a Hollywood production;
= Politics turned into a shows;
- A disinterest in world events outside the ship;
= The claim of a right to be happy;
= No one feeling discriminated against;
- The right to be connected, entitlements of welfare and benefits; and
- The official absence of tragedy and sadness, which is hidden; everyone needing to put on a happy face.

e Name the outside threats that are on the horizon that endanger the ship.
Outside threats include Russia, Iran, China, Islam, global economic problems, the immigration crisis, dis-
eases, the crisis in the Church.
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e Why do the past unifying factors of God, flag, and family no longer provide unity?
These factors no longer unify because:
God, flag, and family are no longer properly defined. These things take sacrifice and commitment. They
are contrary to the party atmosphere. Such things are killjoys to the party. Everyone is looking after self,
thus excluding others. There is the attitude that my happiness is the only thing that matters. Idea of the
common good is missing.

e Is it possible to declare the party over? What will it take to do so?
It will take a crisis, a reawakening, a crash, being mugged by reality, a prodigal son situation.

e How does the ship’s mentality affect you personally? List concrete ways.
It affects individuals in the following ways:
- Spending money beyond one’s means;
- Wasting time with useless diversions and internet surfing;
- Failing to assume responsibility;
- Addictions to substances used to escape;
= Video games;
= Political correctness; and
- It perpetuates a culture that denies suffering.

e What can you do to oppose the ship’s mentality?
- Be a good Christian.
- Control spending habits.
- Assume responsibility.
- Embrace the small crosses of life.
- Control the use of gadgets.
- Read the news to be aware of what is happening beyond the ship.



Pa r{ ] The Long Brewing Storm (Chapters 1-17)

Chapter 1 | The Dominant American Model: A Cooperative Union

f America is like a cruise ship, there must be a system in place whereby everyone agrees to get along. This sys-
tem is what the author calls a cooperative union, which he defines in this way:

Our American cooperative union can be defined as our dominant socio-economic model consisting of a vibrant
economic system that produces a great abundance and a corresponding American way of life by which we enjoy
it. Those adhering to this model see our country working like a farm co-op or shareholder company full of legit-
imate benefits, voting privileges, and entitlements. (p. 14)

This union’s key component is a general universal consensus by which everyone agrees to put aside major
cultural, religious, and other differences in order to get along and prosper. This consensus is the glue that keeps
the country together. It embraces both liberals and conservatives to the point of smothering radical fringe parties
who refuse to get along.

This model welcomes religions as a “kind of guarantor of good order through a consensual, Christian moral
code loosely based on the Ten Commandments.” There is the belief that everyone should have some kind of re-
ligion to help make America prosperous and peaceful. This religious consensus has the good effect of imprinting
a sense of morality, godliness, and patriotism on the county.

This cooperative union model has always delivered benefits and is incredibly resistant to crisis. However, it is
now breaking down, as can be seen in the decline of sense of trust, community, and civility. Instead of delivering
benefits, it now causes anxiety, stress, and depression.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss the concept of a co-op mentality and the ways in which America is run as a co-op. What

are the advantages and disadvantages?
The advantages of the co-op:
- It keeps order and helps keep business going.
- It provides unity to the country, avoiding fragmentation.
- It provides a material abundance.
= It does provide benefits when it is working well.

Disadvantages of the co-op:

- It is materialistic—can never give full happiness.

- Itis a fickle order in times of crisis.

= It results in a spiritual poverty.

- It tends to be self-centered without concern for the common good.
- It can lead to entitlements.

e Explain the first component of the consensus: getting along. Name ways people get along
inside this consensus.
- People do not talk about politics and religion.
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= An official secularism exists where the beliefs of others are disregarded.

= There is the presence of an optimism that all will turn out well in the end.

= Alive and let live attitude prevails—as long as one is happy and does not hurt the other.

- There is a tendency toward conformity and toward being a slave of fashion and public opinion.
- There is a naive belief in the goodness of people.

= There is the belief that freedom means doing whatever you wish—whether moral or not.

e Name three factors that have caused the breakdown of this consensus of the cooperative union.
Moral issues divide the country, as in the case of abortion, same-sex “marriage,” breakdown of the family,
and other such issues. People mugged by reality question this consensus. Radical atheists break this con-
sensus by asking that things like the Ten Commandments be taken down. Political correctness—the new
political consensus—divides the nation. Big government takes over parts of American life that used to be-
long to this consensus. Both sides are breaking the rules. There is no longer any common goal. Today there
are radically different ideas of happiness.

e How do you participate in the co-operative union in your daily life?
This is done in the following ways:
- Taking advantage of entitlements that are necessary and not necessary;
= Voting in elections;
- Paying taxes—seen as insurance premiums for the good order of the country, tax cuts are dividends;
= Sharing in the prosperity when times are good;
- Idealizing models and times when this model delivered on expectations (ex.: the decade of the fifties);
- Being politically correct to get along;
- Participating in the Hollywood culture and movies—dream and fantasize; and
- Engaging in gadgetry and the idea that technology solves everything.

e How can you resist the temptation of the co-op? In what concrete ways can you represent
something higher?
This can be done in the following ways:
- Be a good Christian.
- Fight in the Culture Wars against abortion, non-traditional marriage, and other moral issues that the
co-op accepts.
- Cultivate a strong family life.
- Embrace the crosses in your life without complaining.
- Uphold moral values and principles, even when against your self-interest.



Chapter 2 | Why This Model Failed: A Frenetic Intemperance

mericas cooperative union is failing because a sector of the model’s vital economic system is frenzied and
out of balance. The book does not blame capitalism or the free market for this economic imbalance. Rather,
it makes a distinction between two economic currents.
The first current involves vibrant companies of all sizes that “engage in healthy competition and amply supply goods
and services” to the nation. The activities of this sector are balanced and have cultivated such valued virtues as “diligence,
moderation, thrift, and honesty” A second current could be called that of frenetic intemperance. It is defined thus:

We can define frenetic intemperance as a restless, explosive, and relentless drive inside man that manifests itself
in modern economy by 1) seeking to throw off legitimate restraints, and 2) gratifying disordered passions.

This current can be observed in Western economies in history under many names. The book traces the move-
ment of this frenetic intemperance from “protocapitalist” Renaissance merchants to the Industrial Revolution to
the globalism of our days.” It has led to financial frenzies, feverish speculations, and major stock market crashes.

This frenetic intemperance should not be mistaken for the “legitimate and energetic practice of business and
its risk-taking that leads to true prosperity.” Rather, what characterizes it is its frenetic nature, which results in
“a relentless drive to throw off restraint and seek gratification, running over anything that stands in its way.” It
is above all a moral problem inside the soul of modern man.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of the first non-frenetic current inside modern economy.
How does this current benefit society?
- Examples might include local companies, the plumber, farmer, many small businesses, family businesses,
manufacturing firms, any firm with stable finances and business practices.
= This current benefits society in the following ways: stability; order; creation of stable jobs; the cultivation of
the “business” virtues of honesty, thrift, and prudence; the building of trust; and contributions to charities.

e Discuss and give concrete examples of this second current of frenetic intemperance.
How does this current harm society?
Examples of frenetic intemperance might include:
= The 2008 subprime mortgage crisis;
- Stock market crashes;
- Bankruptcies caused by imprudence;
- Companies without sound business practices;
= Junk bonds and high risk investments;
- Hostile takeovers;
- Big media hype and its influence on economy; and
- Hollywood and its culture of intemperance.

Frenetic intemperance can harm society in that it can lead to economic crashes, destroy competition,
cause monopolies, destroy longstanding companies, diminish the quality of products, incur massive debt,
lead to unnecessary risks, cut the connections to localities, cause stress and destroy social ties, and lead to
fads and fashions.
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e Discuss the frenetic nature of this intemperance. How does it differ from ordinary greed?
Frenetic intemperance is excitement for the sake of excitement, change for the sake of change. It is not just
the desire for more, but for the height of more simply because it is more. There is a sense of great dispro-
portion and an overwhelming lack of restraint in dealing with frenetic intemperance. There is a willingness
to take unacceptable and frequent risk and debt, which might be compared to a state of drug addiction.
Frenetic intemperance is much more excited, stressful, and intense than greed. Greed still serves self-interest
while frenetic intemperance feeds a desire so great that it can lead to self-destructive behavior.

e What are some of the cultural and social consequences of frenetic intemperance?
Some of the consequences of frenetic intemperance are:
= A desire to destroy the past;
= The breaking of ties with community and place;
= The promotion of a universal culture where everything is much the same;
= The lack of development of a local or even national culture;
- The emergence of a culture of promiscuity; and
= The triumph of individualism.

e How does frenetic intemperance manifest itself in your daily life? Cite three examples.
Some examples might include:
- Frantic holiday shopping;
- Hectic schedules;
- Buying into fads;
- Lack of savings;
- Misuse of credit cards and credit card debt;
- Keeping up with fashion;
- Overexposure to advertising;
- Impulse buying; and
- Excessive spending.

e What concrete measures can be taken to stop frenetic intemperance in your daily life?
Such measures might include:
- Being a good Catholic;
- Avoiding binge buying;
- Avoiding excessive advertising;
- Being wise in managing one’s money;
- Staying out of debt;
= Not following fashions and fads;
= Slowing down;
= Taking time out for family, community, and faith; and
= Going to church.



Chapter 3 | The Industrial Revolution:
A Defining Point for Frenetic Intemperance

he point in history in which frenetic intemperance first began to exert great influence was the Industrial
Revolution (1760-1840). It was a great transformation that changed society economically, culturally, socially,
and politically.

While not denying its great material progress and other benefits, the Industrial Revolution especially favored
the advance of the undercurrent of frenetic intemperance and diminished the moderating influence of family,
culture, and religion.

The Industrial Revolution made economics the supreme concern of society. It enthroned technocrats and busi-
nessmen as the de facto ruling elite and brought about colossal changes in social structures. It spread a prevailing at-
titude that was secular, materialistic, and utopian; the rhythms of life also tended to be depersonalizing and stressful.

Discussion Questions
¢ Discuss and give examples of ways the Industrial Revolution has impacted your life in a positive way.
It introduced improved hygiene, medical advances, abundance, and travel. It facilitated communication,
and comforts like air conditioning, filtered water, and central heating. These developments extended life
and reduced human misery.

e Discuss and give examples of ways the Industrial Revolution has impacted your life in a negative way.
This revolution spread about a worldview that values quantity over quality by producing cheap and standardized
products. It sped up the pace oflife and led to the mechanization of life and the exclusion of spiritual concerns.
Its mechanical processes often lacked a human touch. It introduced secular and materialistic worldviews.

e How does frenetic intemperance manifest itself in the Industrial Revolution?
Describe frenetic trends in society and industry.
This can be seen in the following ways:
- Stock market crashes;
= Industrial overproduction and expansion;
= A throwaway society;
- Fast-paced finance and stock trading;
- Excessive globalization;
= The depersonalization of production and business relationships;
- The emphasis on speed in production and transactions; and
- The tendency to make humans conform to machines.

e Why is it wrong to condemn all technology when criticizing the Industrial Revolution?
Technology is something good and has the purpose of serving humanity. It has brought about great progress
and material comforts. The abuse of technology is the real problem. People should not be forced to operate
according to the rhythms or schedules of technology.

e Why does the Industrial Revolution help create a secular, depersonalized,
and materialistic society? Give examples.
The Industrial Revolution gives people the power to do many things themselves, giving the impression of
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omnipotence and therefore insinuating that God is not needed. It introduces machine-like processes that
force people to keep up with machines and therefore depersonalizes and discourages craftsmanship. The
chief emphasis is on material production and mass products to the detriment of spiritual qualities like beauty
or refinement. Thus, there is the promotion of ugly buildings, the creation of the masses, and over-standard-
ization of culture. Religion has no significant role in such a society.

e How does the Industrial Revolution manifest itself in daily life? Cite negative and positive examples.
Negative examples might be hectic schedules, buying fads and fashions, the over-standardization of prod-
ucts, excessive advertisements, a lack of craftsmanship, the absence of the human element in transactions,
answering machines, or an excessive attachment to gadgetry.

Positive effects might include indoor plumbing, ease of travel, medical treatments, better communication,
and better hygiene.

e What concrete measures can be taken to stop the negative effects of the Industrial Revolution in your life?
- Be a good Christian.
= Do not binge buy.
= Avoid excessive advertising.
- Manage money well.
- Have an appreciation of quality over quantity.
= Give value to spiritual things.
= Avoid excessive exposure to mass media and mass markets.
- Appreciate or engage in craftsmanship.
= Develop human and social activities that break up the mechanistic rhythms of life.
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Chapter 4 | The Drive to Gigantism

he idea of growth or large-scale production can represent a legitimate desire to better oneself through the

normal expansion of commerce. However, when frenetic intemperance enters into such expansion, it can de-
stroy free markets and stifle competition. Frenetic intemperance tends to drive towards even more gigantic pro-
portions in all fields of business and industry.

This drive towards unbalanced gigantism can be traced to the Industrial Revolution, which expanded industry
on a scale never seen before. It led to the building of huge factories for mass production of standardized goods to
be sold to vast markets. It relied upon a massive labor force that led to sprawling cities and empty countrysides.
All this caused frenetic intemperance.

Gigantism can also be seen in the proliferation of mergers, commercial blocs of firms, and some globalizing
trends. This drive to unbalanced gigantism upsets, rather than stimulates the market. It dilutes the sense of
property and concentrates ownership to a few, thus facilitating confiscation by big government.

Free markets do not necessarily lead to capital concentration. On the contrary, when frenetic intemperance
drives firms, conglomerates, and mergers to gigantism, they often lose focus and efficiency and become mired
in bureaucracy, causing markets to be undermined. The artificiality of such companies is like that of a body-
builder on steroids or an overweight person on expensive medicine.

The key to containing unbalanced gigantism lies in resolving the fundamental disorders inside men’s souls,
rather than limiting ownership or enacting more state regulations.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and describe characteristics of a company with gigantism and how it is

frenetically intemperate.

Such a company might be characterized by disproportional hugeness, inflexibility in production, and im-
personal relationships with employees. There can be a drive for profit over everything. Everything is sys-
tematized and quantified with little human touch. The company would tend to be global with little
connection with the locality. It would treat its employees like numbers. It would tend to overproduce and
to flood markets. It might not follow moral practices when it uses its massive scale to discourage competi-
tion or fair practices. The company would resist attempts at restraint. It could enter into all sorts of merger
deals and conglomerations.

e Contrast such “gigantist” companies with those companies (even big ones) that
are not frenetically intemperate.
Such big companies would cultivate relationships with employees, depend upon intense personal leader-
ship, and would not be obsessed with unbalanced growth, debt, or profits. The leadership would foster
moral values within the business. There would be a willingness to connect with and consult the consumer
and the locality.

e Discuss how gigantism dilutes the sense of private property.
The sense of private property is diluted as risk is distributed. Gigantist companies tend to make excessive
use of stock reports, quarterly earnings reports, and the rapid buying and selling of stock. The investor is
more arenter than an owner of stock. The CEO acts as a manager with little to lose for his failures. There is
not a hands-on feeling of owning and defending a property. The sense of private property is often more
acute with smaller companies who place more value on the little they have. A gigantist company can have
the feel of a socialist state that is so big, it appears no one owns anything.
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e How does the gigantism manifest itself and impact daily life? Cite positive and negative ways.
Positive ways: it provides convenience, security, good price, economy of scale, interchangeability, and
abundance.

Negative ways: it can promote cold relationships; sameness; a lack of human touch with the consumer; the
need for large amounts of capital, big government, regulations, anonymousness, mechanization of every-
thing; and lack of purpose. Such a system often brings the imposition of a massive set of regulations.
Gigantism facilitates hectic lifestyles, fashions, and fads; the standardization of things and processes; and
the widespread use of popular gadgetry and social media. It can lead to consumer habits that cause abuse
of credit and the weight of debt.

e What concrete measures can be taken to stop the negative effects of gigantism in your life?
- Be a good Catholic.
= Think before you buy.
= Connect with employees and treat them well, not mechanically or as numbers.
- Try to avoid buying goods (especially from communist countries) where gigantism exploits cheap labor.
- Avoid excessive mass advertising.
- If there is a choice, opt for the more personal and human product over the mass-produced.
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Chapter 5 | The Paradox of Mass Standardization

tandardization normally occurs in all economies. It can be good when it provides stability to markets and

helps maintain unity in production. However, people also desire diversity in products through which they can
express their individuality. A healthy economy balances standardization with individuality and unity with diversity.
When this balance is lost due to frenetic intemperance, mass standardization becomes the norm.

In the past, traditional markets united producers and consumers. The producer tried to satisfy and adjust to
the consumer’s needs. Both consumer and producer cooperated in and “co-created” the end product. This per-
sonal interaction between consumer and producer connects markets to culture. A product should be a true ex-
pression of a people, even when some standardization is involved.

Frenetic intemperance upsets this process with its drive toward expanding production and markets. Profit
becomes its primary concern, and the cooperation between consumer and producer is often suppressed. The
consumer must settle for mass-produced items of lesser quality because that is what is offered. The consumer
is thus “standardized,” and the human touch that tempers markets is lost.

Mass standardization allows production without restraint, which in turn creates the illusion of consumption
without restraint. Consumers give in to fads and fashions, clever advertising, easy credit, or what others are buy-
ing. They often end up with products they do not need, bought with money they do not have. Unlimited choices
do not maximize satisfaction, but often lead to anxiety and stress.

The great challenge is to reject the illusions of mass markets and look for ways to unite the producer and con-
sumer again.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of good standardization and why this standardization helps us.

Good examples of standardization include computer protocols, highway directions and rules, and stan-
dardized fuel and electric voltage. Certain materials needed in great number such as nails, bricks, or bullets
are standardized. Standardized weights and measures can be helpful to commerce. Standardized shoe or
clothing sizes help people describe what they need. Coinage should be standardized since any major change
in metal affects costs and perceived value. However, even these standardized goods can have variations
and be modified. It is an expression of individuality to modify standardized things.

e Discuss and give examples of bad standardization and how it harms us.
Examples of bad standardization might include bland, mass-produced foods; cheap clothes; and useless
gadgets. Mass-market items often lack personality and distinction. Very cheaply manufactured goods tend
to cheapen life and diminish the idea of permanence and beauty.
Bad standardization may harm us by diminishing individuality in production and consumption, suppressing
desire to express oneself in economic production, discouraging local production in favor of volume pro-
duction elsewhere, and encouraging outsourcing to areas where human-rights problems and cheap labor
prevail. Producers are encouraged to cheapen products to offer a better price.
Consumers must adjust their tastes to mass markets and become “standardized” themselves. The consumer
is no longer king. There is a take-it-or-leave-it mentality.

e What are some of the bad effects of too many choices? How can it affect you and your quality of life?
Some bad effects of too many choices might include the tendency just to buy whatever, lacking time to
make good choices, bad buying decisions based on impressions or hype, lack of expertise leading to quick
and superficial choices.
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Producers often just change the packaging and not the substance, making it easier to make bad choices. Ad-
vertising causes people to be dissatisfied with the status quo and desire unneeded things.

e Discuss some of the backlash against standardization.
In what areas of economy does producer-consumer interaction still exist?
The backlash against standardization might be seen in the proliferation of micro-enterprises catering to
niche markets related to wine, beer, cheese, and other such products. This can also be seen in certain serv-
ices involving craftsmanship and special skills. Areas of cooperation can be found among certain tailors,
contractors, cooks, jewelers, cobblers, bakers, and florists.

e How does standardization manifest itself in daily life?
What standardized goods do you use every day? Cite examples.
Some standardized products in daily use might include phones, cars, foods, drinks, computers, gadgets, or
clothes. Look around the room and see what is standardized and what is not.

e What concrete measures can be taken to stop the negative effects of standardization in your life?
- Concrete measures include:
- Being a good Christian;
- Looking for quality in the things you buy;
- Trying to avoid buying substandard, cheap goods;
- Buying and collecting antique things that you can appreciate;
- Avoiding the influence of excessive advertising; and
- Changing and individualizing the standardized things that you do buy.

e Bring a non-standardized object to the study and talk about its effect on you.
Bring a standardized object and do the same.
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Chapter 6 | Breaking Down Barriers

esides driving frantic production, frenetic intemperance can also destroy and tear down barriers represented
by monuments, traditions, and institutions of the past.

The State has always played an important role in this destruction through laws, regulations, and policies fa-
voring “progress.” Even more effective is the pressure of public opinion and media that discourage or ridicule
opposition to “progress.”

Thus, centuries-old customs, internal regulations, guild organizations, inheritance laws, and other “obstacles”
have been either outlawed or scorned. Many modern thinkers consider, for example, that the Catholic Church
and other institutions are obstacles to progress because their “oppressive” charity prevents people from produc-
ing and their morality restrains production. Thus, many private charitable and educational structures have been
confiscated or suppressed and replaced with the cold welfare state.

“In breaking down the pre-capitalist framework of society, capitalism thus broke not only barriers that
impeded its progress but also flying buttresses that prevented its collapse.” —Joseph Schumpeter

Economist Joseph Schumpeter used the term “creative destruction” (at times good or necessary) to describe
the continual breakdown of old economic structures while at the same time creating new ones.

The Industrial Age represents a process of breaking down the barriers of local traditions of the past and putting
in their place the mechanisms for the twenty-first century cooperative union. Today, the structures of the old
Industrial Age have given way to a new globalized economy that is sweeping aside the cooperative union, spark-
ing a great crisis with new global regulations and a phase of frenetic intemperance that threatens what little is
left of Christian civilization.

Discussion Questions
¢ Discuss and give examples of how the State and the culture/media were involved in breaking down

traditional barriers to “progress.”
The State has been involved as a result of:
- Laws favoring industry over community;
- Land grants and special benefits to large industries;
= Overregulation that favors big industry;
= The cult to progress found in public education;
- Funding of research promoting progress; and
- Population control, anti-family legislation, abortion, and divorce laws.

The culture/media have been involved as a result of:

- Advertising;

- Fashions;

- Hollywood and entertainment portrayals of progress;

- Celebrations of “progress” in education, science, public life, politics, and industry;

- The constant celebration of new inventions and the wonders of modern technology;
- Official atheism and the secular state relegating religion to second-class status; and
- Positions designed to ridicule the past or old customs in favor of the modern.
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e Why do you think the Catholic Church and other charitable institutions were targeted as enemies

of progress? How does the Church’s charity help, not hurt, the free market?

The Church and other institutions were viewed as enemies of progress because they favored a style of life
that was slower, more reflective, and full of ceremony and traditions. The Church is full of institutions that
compete with the State. The Church also insists upon a moral code that restricts certain business practices.
The Church and other institutions help markets by assuming responsibility for those who are weak and unable
to compete in the world. They provide not welfare, but charity, and provide it in a way that governments cannot
do. They also create social harmony, instilling a sense of gratitude, not entitlement.

e What are some of the restraining institutions from pre-industrial society?
How did frenetic intemperance destroy them?
Some preindustrial institutions include: guilds; land use; inheritance laws; trade rules; old notions of the
family, manners, marriage, intermediary associations, and business models. They were destroyed by legis-
lation or regulations targeting them. Other factors include a frantic culture that opposed these institutions
and accelerated the breakdown of the family, community, faith, and the loss of a notion of place.

e Give examples of creative destruction as a good, creative process and as a destructive, harmful process.

Creative destruction can be constructive when it improves services and replaces clearly outdated techniques
and processes. Examples include advances in medicine, agriculture, hygiene, and other areas.
Creative destruction can be harmful when it promotes the wholesale destruction of historic places and neigh-
borhoods, leads to unnecessary outsourcing and globalization, and causes superficial and wasteful fashion
changes. It is especially harmful when it destroys for the sake of destroying and when there is a great joy in
getting rid of the past.

e How can you oppose this breaking down of barriers in your daily life?
- Be a good Christian.
= Do not throw away everything.
= Fix things.
- Savor and value tradition.
- Own an antique or painting,
- Resist the temptation to upgrade when unnecessary.
= Understand and value history.
= Do all possible to promote the traditional family.
= Reject the Hollywood offensive against tradition.
- Defend tradition when ridiculed as being against “progress.”

e Find a clipping of a barrier being broken down in your area.
Discuss how this affects your life and that of the community.
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he great impetus toward interdependence and complexity is another driving force that advances frenetic
intemperance.

Today’s huge interdependent global networks—in communications, Internet, transportation, shipping, fi-
nance, and so many other fields—now dominate the world economy. While these networks facilitate the delivery
of prodigious quantities of goods to markets, they are also very fragile.

These immense networks are fragile because things become so intertwined, their operations are so tightly
coupled, and they move so quickly that there is little margin for error. The slightest maladjustment, natural dis-
aster, human error, or socialist regulation can have dire effects upon the whole. This leads to vulnerable “neu-
ralgic chokepoints” ranging from geographic straits to oil supply chains to Internet servers to electric grids.

The danger is augmented by the disappearing moral responsibility of people who can bring these great net-
works to a grinding halt when a terrorist, an irresponsible politician, or a rogue broker acts. These damages
can be multiplied by the psychological effects caused by the sensational reporting of interconnected media
networks.

Such a fragile situation makes it extremely difficult to employ all possible safeguards to avoid disasters and
system crashes. The only way out is to exercise moral restraint.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of interdependency that can fail and have unintended consequences.

Among the examples of interdependency might be massive government programs of complexity and inter-
dependency, such as Obamacare, Common Core, Dodd Frank, and other such programs.
Another example might be computer systems that go down. Stock markets can pull the whole system down.
Extremely fast trading, algorithms, and types of derivatives can increase the risks. Commodity markets are
interdependent and affect everyone as in the case of oil. A classic case of interdependency was the 2008
subprime mortgage crisis, which had worldwide repercussions.
Huge, interconnected grids like electricity, networks like the Internet, and trade agreements are also exam-
ples of such interdependency.

e Discuss and give examples of a good interdependency, and how it might work.
Good forms of interdependency can be seen in the practice of subsidiarity and federalism. Organizations
like the Church, community, or the family are good examples of how interdependency could be practiced
in a balanced fashion. However, the key is the totality of the dependency. The more total the dependency,
the more vulnerable it is.

e Name some neuralgic chokepoints. Are neuralgic chokepoints inevitable?
What can be done to protect them?
Some neuralgic chokepoints points are the Panama Canal, the Internet, the electric grid, and the oil supply
lines. Neuralgic chokepoints are inevitable. These points should be protected and safeguarded for the com-
mon good. Prudence dictates that reasonable contingency plans be put in place to diminish the risks asso-
ciated with these chokepoints, especially those of a local nature.

e How can you oppose this interdependency and complexity in your daily life?
- Live a good Christian life.
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Have savings and reasonable stocks of things to hedge against disasters and unforeseen problems.
Make wise investments.

If possible and within reason, decrease one’s dependence on mass networks.

Sustain a good family life; it is a great defense against dependence on government.

Oppose government programs that increase dependence of citizens.

The principle of subsidiarity is a good way to avoid harmful interdependency.
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Chapters 8 and 9 | Unraveling a Way of Life and
the Frustrations of Technology

Like the economy, the American way of life has also become unbalanced. Chapter 8 of this section introduces
those profound changes beyond economy that are affected by frenetic intemperance and that result in the
unraveling of a way of life.

Chapter 9 deals with the modern world’s immersion in technology. While technology exists precisely to serve
man, its intemperate use can throw society out of balance.

This intemperance could be seen in the great expectations and enthusiasm for technology introduced by
the Industrial Revolution. This utopic vision promised permanent happiness, but delivered many undesirable
consequences.

Such consequences include massification—the reduction of men into insignificant equals, taking on the status
of mere machines. They also lead to the mechanization of society, in which all fields of human action are modified
in such a way as to impel humans to act like machines or computers.

This transformation of society resulted in a rationalized, mechanistic worldview where the whole universe is
perceived as one huge machine and therefore unintelligible. This perception strips the universe of all metaphys-
ical meaning and purpose.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of ways the intemperate use of technology promises utopic things to

the point of almost being a religion. Are these things exciting to people?
Examples of the intemperate use of technology to promote utopic notions might include:
- The abuse of advertising to present an ideal world;
- The abuse of iPhones that are presented as doing everything;
- The promotion of virtual reality that presents a different world;
= The Internet that promises to connect everything;
= The use of gadgets that supposedly solve problems; and
= The use of GPS and smart cars as portals to an automatic world.

e Discuss and give examples of ways you are personally massified.
How are you reduced to a number?
Examples of massification include:
- The overuse of standardized testing in education;
- The availability of fast food;
= The promotion of fads and fashions;
- The use of mass advertising;
- Cookies embedded in programs; and
= Massive Internet companies that compile data on people.

Massification might also be seen in globalized products made for worldwide masses, mass production,
mass media, and the influence of mass culture as seen in Hollywood.
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e Discuss and give examples of ways you personally function in ways similar to a

machine. How are you “mechanized?”
Examples of mechanization might include:

= The drive toward self-service that plays according to the rules of the machine;

- The growing prevalence of the machine everywhere which forces people to interact with them (ex. airports);
- Filling out forms that are machine-like in their processes;

- The standardization of jobs that interface with machines;

- Rationalized processes that allow for little human touch;

= Mechanized worship services;
= The abuse of PowerPoint presentations;
= The proliferation of franchises;

- The overuse of tests and processes in health care; and

- The “McDonaldization” of the world.

e Discuss how the world is presented as unintelligible without metaphysics and symbolism.

What effect does this have on you?
This might be seen in the following cases:

- Purely utilitarian buildings without meaning;

= Modern art that makes no sense;

= The lack of religious symbols in public places;
= The denial of the supernatural and miracles;
= Price and efficiency given prevalence over everything;

= The relativization of everything;

= The presentation of economy and history as random processes;

» Evolution;

= Drugs;

= Pollution;

» The adoration of health; and

» The denial of Divine Providence.
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Atechnological society produces adverse consequences that affect the way people react. The first harsh con-
sequence is a mania for speed and novelty that feeds an unbridled appetite for even greater speeds, sensa-
tions, and pleasures. It creates impatience with time and space and leads to a brutal and exhausting pace of life.
The mania for speed causes a nausea for reflection, recollection, and true leisure.

Facilitated by social networks, another consequence is a shallowness of thought, which inhibits the ability to
communicate and process information. Within this hurried pace of life, time itself becomes sterile and people
experience the double sensation of having no time to do anything and doing nothing with time.

The mania for movement contributes to a loss of the sense of place, as all places appear the same. Electronic net-
works contribute to the destruction of place so that it no longer matters where one works, lives, and communicates.

The abuse of technology also facilitates a crushing disproportion of things big and small. The proliferation of
massive, unadorned, and cold structures leads to a “cult of ugliness.” A single, universal culture without reference
to place can be seen in globalized production and markets.

A powerful metaphor of Prof. Plinio Corréa de Oliveira compares pre-modern technology serving man as a
horse serves its rider. Modern technology is like a galloping horse dragging its fallen rider from the stirrup.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of ways in which technology introduces a

brutal pace of life into your personal life.
Examples of a brutal pace of life might include:
- The constant interruptions of cell phones, text messages, and emails;
- The lack of intermediary phases of things (everything is on/off);
- Advertising—especially sensual and pornographic aspects that speed up life and sensations;
- The universal use of cars for everything;
- Places of rushing such as airports;
= Grueling work schedules;
- The prevalence of fast food and speed eating; and
- The fast pace caused by using self-service and drive-through services.

e Discuss and give examples of ways you are personally encouraged to have a nausea for reflection.
A nausea for reflection can be found in many practices of always being connected to something or having
something on (such as a radio or television). This can also be seen in the lost art of relishing things—art,
food, or wine—that require reflection. Hectic schedules and lack of sleep leave the person exhausted and
unreflective. The Sunday rest has been all but abolished. The abuse of sports fills up leisure that might oth-
erwise be used for reflection. The art of conversation that used to provoke reflection is all but lost. Finally,
there are Internet addictions that prevent reflection.

e Discuss and give examples of ways you personally sense a culture of shallowness
of thought or the sterilization of time.
Examples of a culture of shallowness can be found in the dependence upon computers for many basic
things, Internet rumors or the constant use of Google as a source and Wikipedia as an authority. This can
also be seen in the short articles found in newspapers, the brief reports on evening news programs, or “long,’
three-minute YouTube videos. Other examples include extremely brief social media applications like Twitter,
Yik Yak, Instagram, or Snapchat. This culture is also reflected in short attention spans and mental illnesses
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associated with it.
Examples of the sterilization of time can be found in times of boredom, visiting malls without good reason,
Internet surfing, overuse of social media, and the desire not to be left alone with oneself.

e Discuss and give examples of the loss of the notion of place in modern society.

Where do you sense this? What are its causes?

The loss of the notion of place can be seen in the following ways:

= The proliferation of franchises everywhere that make localities look the same;
= The abundance of malls with many of the same stores;

= The similar look of airports that have no local characteristics; and

= Modern suburbs and cookie-cutter developments that look the same.

Modern cities look very much the same with few real attractions. Local cuisine is often disconnected from
locale, and therefore is the same everywhere. What has been called the “Walmartization” or “McDonaldiza-
tion” of everything is also a result of the loss of the notion of place.

How can you oppose the abuses of technology?

What concrete measures can you take to avoid them?
- Some measures that might be taken include:

- Being a good Catholic;

= Slowing down your life;

- Doing everything possible to anchor yourself in a place;
- Avoiding the Internet when not needed; and

= Using only the technology that you need.

More spiritual suggestions might include developing an interior life with meditation and prayer, adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, and keeping Sunday holy.

Cultural suggestions might include learning an art or musical instrument, writing a letter to someone, or
developing the art of conversation.
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ndividualism is the foundation of America’s cooperative union. It popularizes the idea of the autonomous indi-

vidual who thinks and does whatever he wishes. The only unconditional right is that of self-preservation.

There is a distinction between individuality, which develops the talents of the individual acknowledging a
moral law and the common good, and individualism, which makes each one the center of an enclosed world of
personal self-interest.

However, individualism is much more than just doing as one pleases. It teaches a philosophy of life, in which
each individual is a totally autonomous, self-made man, the sole architect of his own freedom and destiny, with
infinite possibilities, completely free to construct an eternally new self. People mistake this proliferation of choice
for true freedom.

Individualism results in a paradox of isolation and conformity. The self-made man isolates himself by discard-
ing the social anchors of family, morals, traditions, and special obligations. Without these anchors, the person
is insecure and conforms to what others are doing, thus creating the masses. Individualism promises autonomy,
but delivers collectivism.

One consequence of individualism is a decline in the sense of community and a proliferation of shallow asso-
ciations. It also leads to hostility towards the State, which becomes the mere keeper of order and protector of
property. Finally, individualism leads to a denial of a higher moral law. Law is reduced to aiding self-interest and
safeguarding property or contracts. The source of law becomes the intrusive State.

This individualist order is now imploding and threatens true freedom.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of ways in which society promotes an individualism based on a

proliferation of choices in which the person believes that “I can do as I wish.”
Do these promises always prove true?
Examples of how society promotes individualism as a proliferation of personal choices might include the
following:
- In matters of career choices, one is told one can be anything one wishes.
- The car frees the individual to go anywhere.
- The universal use of the cell phone promises to connect instantly with whomever one wishes.
- First Amendment rights grant the right to say anything—except if it is politically incorrect.
- The abundance of goods in shopping centers gives the impression that one has the ability to buy whatever
one wants. Online choices make similar promises.
- The use of search engines like Google promise unlimited knowledge and information.
= Social media promises unlimited connections with others.

All these examples have limitations and disappointments that might be discussed.

¢ In your experience, in what ways is the lack of community manifested?
Discuss and give examples of ways one can be isolated under individualism.
Ways people can be isolated under individualism might include the following:
- People often lack a sense of local and national history because they are not involved in communities.
- People are not encouraged to find out where they come from. They rarely know their genealogy.
- Americans are constantly moving, and therefore often lack local roots and feel isolated.
- Many family members are isolated because they are scattered all over the country.
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- National elections display a lack of national unity since many think only of personal benefits.
= There is little cultural unity since everyone is encouraged to develop his own personal culture.
- In business and society, there is a prevailing “What's in it for me?” mentality.

e What pressures do you feel to conform to the fashions of the day?
Pressures to conform to the fashions of the day can be seen in the use of slang; the pressure to dress like
others, eat like others, or listen to the same music. There is a pressure for people to know about the latest
movie, star, or entertainment, or to be up on the latest in sports regardless of whether one likes the sport.
Technologically, there is the pressure to know about or have the latest gadget or to be engaged in social media.

e Discus and distinguish between freedom and choice.
Freedom is the facility to choose the means toward a determined good. When one chooses evil, it actually
enslaves one to passions. Choice is the mere act of choosing. (See the box in Return to Order, p. 77.)

e Discuss and give examples of hostility to the State, especially those caused by the

denial of a higher law.

Hostility to the State can be seen in a hostile attitude towards high taxes and all taxes in general, a resent-
ment of abusive overregulation, a disregard for politicians of all types, or suspiciousness of all government,
especially when it abuses power as seen in huge government programs or entitlements. This hostility is es-
pecially present among moral Americans who blame the State for immoral law as can be seen when indi-
viduals delegate to the State the role of being the source of law, thus resulting in abortion, homosexual
marriage, and conscience violation. Abusive enforcement of laws thus becomes possible.

e How can you oppose the abuses of individualism?
What concrete measures can you take to avoid this?
This can be done in the following ways:
- Be a good Catholic.
- Be avolunteer or fight for a cause greater than self.
- Strengthen and think in terms of cohesive groups like family, community, or parish.
- Fight for the cause of the Church and the moral law.
- Protest against abuses of higher law, especially those in which you have no direct interest.
- Be patriotic.
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mericans have not lived strictly according to classic individualist ideals. They usually compromise by claim-
ing to be autonomous individuals while retaining attachments to family, community, and parish.

This “classical” individualism turned people into atoms. The next phase of postmodern individualism, which
exploded onto the scene in the sixties, split the atom and caused great damage to countless Americans.

Classical individualism targeted exterior social structures by attacking the constraining influences of tradition,
family customs, and community. It enshrined self-interest and self-preservation as the sole standard of order.
Postmodern individualism attacks the internal restraints of logic, identity, and unity, and declares self-gratification
as a highest “right,” even if self-destructive.

Postmodern individualism can manifest itself in three ways. The first is the “liberation” from the constraints of
logic by fragmenting thought and blurring all distinctions. The second is the deconstruction of identity by ques-
tioning nationality, sexuality, or anything that might be considered an imposed identity. Lastly, all that is reasoned,
structured, or systematized is replaced with a need to escape into fantasy, dreams, and ecstasy.

This postmodern individualism progresses silently through sentiments and manners in a climate of inertia,
decay, and torpor. It appears less evil since it manifests itself almost with a smile. This is an illusion, since it ac-
tually enslaves and shatters man more by splitting personalities and extending the masses globally through vir-
tual networks.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of ways that classical individualism, which compromises

by still recognizing some social structures, lingers on in your daily life.
The compromises with classical individualism might persist in the following ways:
- There is a still an insistence on career choices inside the old structures of prestige in society.
= Church membership is still enormously influential.
- The nuclear family still survives in its individualist phase outside the extended family.
- People still belong to and support many modern, shallow associations.

What is left of the cooperative union is based on classical individualism. Much of the economic framework
of society is still based on self-interest, not self-gratification. The educational system still retains some ele-
ments of classical individualism and its structures. The classic notion of patriotism and love of country still
reflects this compromise.

e Discuss and give examples of ways in which the postmodern individualism is part of your daily
life. Highlight those that affect internal structures.
Postmodern individualism can be manifested in the following ways:
= The family is deconstructed to mean any grouping of individuals.
- The sexual revolution and the homosexual agenda work toward blurring and blending distinctions. The
transgender movement destroys the notion of permanent sexual identity.
- Fashions promote androgynous clothing and styles.
- The idea of self-identifying is an expression of postmodern individualism.
- The idea of liberalizing drug laws makes self-gratification supreme.
- Theidea of micro-aggression is based on the idea that feelings and emotions are more important than logic.
- The great popularity of the fantasy and science fiction literary genres reflect this kind of individualism.
- Video games and virtual reality also reflect postmodern thought and individualism.
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= Social media can be an example of postmodern individualism.

e What are some of the effects of postmodern individualism in society?
In what ways is it different from the classic mode?
Some of the effects of postmodern individualism might include the following;
- In airports and restaurants, there is a growing disconnection with the local surroundings.
- Political correctness breaks down the barriers of common sense and suppresses the individuality of the person.
« There is schizophrenia in people who believe they have several different identities.
« There is more stress in society since there are fewer anchors upon which to rely.
« People are unaware of the news since it does not concern them directly.
- The Internet is a giant web of disconnection from internal structures.
= Social media allows lonely people to project a social life they do not necessarily have.

e How do you oppose postmodern individualism?
What concrete measures can you take to avoid it?
Some measures might include the following;:
= Be a good Catholic.
- Be logical and admire logic in daily life.
- Resist the temptation to act based on emotions and feelings.
= Dress correctly and well according to one’s true identity.
= Avoid crazy fashions that often fly in the face of common sense and propriety.
- Develop a taste for definitions and learn how to define terms in explanations.
- Resist the temptation to escape reality and duty by indulging in drugs, diversions, or films.
= Affirm the traditional family as the only definition of marriage.
= Live a moral life.
- Engage in good conversation or debate.
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he desire for better life materially should not be mistaken for a materialistic spirit that fails to address the

spiritual nature and needs of man. A materialistic society cultivates an excessive fixation on pleasures and
bodily comforts, and not the ideals of Christian perfection. It embraces the common, the useful, and the mun-
dane with little room for perfection, heroism, or sanctity.

The dangers of this system are that it tends to brutalize and narrow the horizons of people and thus change
their values. It also results in a profound unhappiness since materialism cannot satisfy spiritual needs.

Among the tragic consequences of materialism is the prevalence of status buying which is the institutional-
ization of envy. Another is abusive advertising that does not maximize satisfaction, but only dissatisfaction by
promising an unattainable material utopia and an afflictive array of choices.

Finally, materialism tries to organize life so as to banish the notion of suffering and tragedy. Thus, it exudes a
natural optimism that expects a happy end to every story as seen in classic Hollywood movies, advertising, and
literature. However, this materialistic society delivers only a superficial happiness that hides the frustrations of
a sad and melancholic people.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of how materialism fails to address the spiritual aspect of life.

Materialism fails to address the spiritual side of man by:
- Discouraging the arts as a most important part of daily life of most people and encouraging science and
technology as the highest standard;
- The official non-recognition of religion in public places and the taking down of religious symbols;
- Advertising using sensuality to sell products;
- Using money as criteria for judging people;
- Promoting a noisy and constantly distracted hectic world without time for reflection,
- Overemphasizing the practical aspect of things; and
- Promoting a culture of promiscuity and sensuality that favors bodily pleasures.

e Discuss and give examples of how materialism can be brutal and bland.
How does materialism discourage perfection and sanctity?
Some ways materialism can be bland and brutal might include:
- Migration to a “cult of ugliness” where ugly things are normal;
- Buildings like modern airports that have all the ductwork and inner workings showing;
- Big box buildings with no beauty or adornments;
- Highways that are all the same and block off beauty or scenery;
- Aggressive sensuality in advertising and fashions;
- The modern disregard for manners;
- The wearing of ugly, dirty, or ripped clothing that does not consider the sensibility of others; Bland fast
food that only satisfies hunger or superficial taste; and
- The practice of abortion as a brutal means to live a promiscuous lifestyle.

e Discuss and give examples of modern advertising, its promotion of material dissatisfaction, and
its failure to address spiritual satisfaction. Contrast advertising with true needs.
Examples might include:
- A billboard that says, Happiness is a Double BBQ Sandwich;
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- Beer or soft drink advertisement—quenching brute thirst versus savoring a fine wine;

- The use of an advertisement as a spectacle so as to feed materialistic frenzy;

= The promotion of gadgets and other things that must be purchased even though unneeded;
- Ads for chocolate or similar items which speak of “sinful” or “decadent” delights;

= Ads where the person is invited to imagine himself in another situation; and

- The use of speed in advertising that creates excitement and frenzy.

Contrast this advertising of instant pleasure with any kind of consumption that takes time and appreciation
to enjoy.

e Discuss and give examples of how materialistic culture tries to avoid suffering,
deny tragedy, and invite people to live fantasy lives.
Possibilities for discussion include:
= Modern funerals and funeral parlors that mask death as much as possible, even burial not being witnessed;
- Outrageous gadgets that are proposed to take care of every single need;
- A divorce culture that denies tragedy and invites people to start over again;
- Security and safety obsessions that lead to a life without risks, in which every little thing is surrounded
by safety features (bicycle helmets);
= The promotion of extreme sports where one is invited to live in another world;
- Lotteries that invite people to imagine how happy they will be if they win;
- The abortion and contraception mentality that claims people can “fix” their mistakes;
= Modern liturgy and worship that turns the Mass into a meal, not a sacrifice;
= Virtual reality and video games that let people escape from reality;
- The quest for assisted suicide and suicide in general that represent the ultimate escape;
- The teaching that there is no hell and denies the reality of sin.

e How can you oppose the exhaustion of materialism?
What concrete measures can you take to avoid it?
Measures might include the following:
= Be a good Catholic.
= Do not be unduly influenced by advertisements.
= Meditate upon the Four Last Things: death, judgment, heaven, and hell.
= Develop an appreciation for beautiful things.
- Whenever possible, opt for the most beautiful choice.
= Admire heroism and aspire to be a hero.
- Develop a love of the cross and the small sacrifices of the Little Way.
= Criticize and analyze ugliness around you.
= Dress well and tastefully.
- Practice manners and courtesy.
- Enjoy ceremony and be ceremonial with others.
- Enjoy silence and reflection.

e Find any advertisement from a paper or magazine and write 2-3 paragraphs on how it promotes
dissatisfaction, avoids suffering, or denies tragedy.
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Industrial society gives rise to a secular society that rejects the sublime aspects of life. Such a society is officially
purged of all references to a reality beyond a naturalistic and materialistic world. There is an indifference to
God and a confusion about what constitutes the meaning of life.

This outlook inevitably leaves a void inside souls that leads to frustration and desolation that Saint Thomas
Aquinas calls acedia. Acedia is the term that describes a weariness for holy and spiritual things and a subsequent
sadness of living.

Thus, people are unhappy when they fail to acknowledge their spiritual nature. There is now a generalized dis-
satisfaction with life caused by the fact that materialistic life cannot satisfy spiritual hunger. A secular, “normal”
world purged of any transcendence can be stifling.

The worst effect of secularism is its rejection of the sublime. The sublime is defined as those things of tran-
scendent excellence that cause men to be overawed by their magnificence and turns them towards higher prin-
ciples and ultimately, to God. The sublime gives meaning and purpose to lives.

When the sublime is suppressed, it often sets in motion a great internal crisis that calls individuals to make choices
between self-interest and sublime principles. The rebellion of the sixties was a misdirected desire for something be-
yond the superficial, pleasurable, and “normal.” In its absence, people thirst for the sublime, which is a solution for
the problem of frenetic intemperance.

Discussion Questions

e Discuss and give examples of the phenomenon of acedia and how it affects you personally.
How has this caused the flight of happiness?
The phenomenon of acedia might manifest itself in the following ways:
= The overwhelming flood of news and information that leads one to question the meaning of things and events;
- The massive proliferation of choices that causes one to become confused and stressed;
= The breakdown of human relationships that causes anxiety and stress;
- The widespread cases of depression that lead to suicide and anti-social behavior;
- The use of drugs as a means to escape the problems of life;
= Modern addictions like that of social media and video games that occupy the lives of people;
- The use of social media to portray a life that one does not live;
- The obsession with material possessions that do not satisfy people;
- The obsession with health food and exercise to replace spiritual things;
- The widespread sentimentality that substitutes for real atfection;
- The lack of religion that leaves a great void where God should be; and
- The hypersexuality of society, which focuses on sensual, not spiritual things.

e Define and give examples of the sublime in nature, history, or the arts.
How have you personally experience the sublime?
A working definition of the sublime can be: “That which is of such excellence that it provokes a great emo-
tion that causes men to be overawed by its magnificence or grandeur.”
Some ways this might manifest itself might include:
- Magnificent panoramas that one can encounter;
- Beautiful material goods, clothes, and excellent foods and drinks that are temperate, beautiful, and inspiring;
- Excellent conversations that mark one’s life;
- Inspiring music that cultivates a sense of awe;
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- Paintings and sculptures that inspire and fascinate;

- Works of literature that are enthralling and beautiful;

- Inspiring moments and special occasions in the life of the family;

- Heroic people that one admires;

= Acts of heroism and courage that one might feel inspired to perform;

- Philosophical and theological considerations for those who are attracted to this field;
- Liturgical acts and feasts that call one to the sublime worship of God; and

= Meditations upon God and His Creation, Mercy, and Goodness.

¢ Discuss and describe how the post-war period of prosperity and “normality”
failed to address the sublime and satisfy spiritual desires.
Examples of the lack of sublimity might include:
= Overwhelming materialism and the proliferation of cheaply made goods;
= A cult of quantity over quality;
- A throwaway society that does not value things;
- The gradual loss of community in the quest for prosperity;
- The emphasis on money, career, and material acquisition over more important relationships and values;
- Inorganic ways of educating like that of a machine that frustrates the learning process;
- Mass culture in general, which is mired in mediocrity;
- The sense of isolation and emptiness inside the big cities that fails to provide social fulfillment;
- The growth of impersonal corporate structures in business, education, and society;
= The decline of the arts, especially locally;
- The ideal of material progress as the solution for everything;
- The absence of great causes; and
= A society of conformity and standardization.

e Discuss and give examples of how the sixties was a revolt against the absence of the sublime, and of
the substitutes employed to try to fill the void. How does this continue in our days?
Discussion might include:
- The revolt against manners and social conventions that became disconnected from their roots;
- The revolt against staid manners of dress and the introduction of exotic, sensual, and nonconventional
dress;
- The use of psychedelic drugs to escape materialism and go to another, more “spiritual” world;
- The adoption of music that promotes a lifestyle without restraints;
- The proliferation of promiscuous relationships and unions that seek excitement and nonconformity;
- The use of protests as a means of revolt against the perceived injustices of the establishment;
- The redefinition of morality as “doing your own thing” (usually just like everyone else);
- The revolt against corporate America, which is perceived as a machine lacking the human touch;
= The cult to nature and ecology as a reaction against the inorganic and artificial aspects of modern life; and
- The proliferation of bizarre religious cults as a reaction to materialistic, mainstream religions.

We see this continue in our days in the following ways:

- The progressive new stages of the examples listed above;

- The use of gadgetry to fill the void of the sublime;

- Designer drugs intended to “maximize” spiritual experiences;
- Extreme sports and pastimes as a means to fight boredom;

- Virtual reality experiences that will integrate fantasy into life;
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- Body piercing and tattooing, which turns the body into a statement against modernity; and
- Extreme fashions.

e How can you oppose the absence of the sublime?
What concrete measures can you take to cultivate the sublime in your life?
Measures might include:
- Be a good Catholic.
- Fill the spiritual void with daily mass, communion, and prayer.
- Appreciate music and learn to play an instrument.
- Appreciate the arts and learn to participate in them.
- Attend liturgical ceremonies as a sublime expression of the love of God.
- Meet heroes and encourage them.
- Desire to do heroic things.
- Dress with dignity, taste, and modesty.
= Celebrate sublime moments in the family.
- Study and admire events in history that are sublime.
- Learn to appreciate courtesy, which can often be sublime.
- Learn to reject the anti-sublime culture mired in materialism and vulgarity.
- Escape from the hectic schedule and enjoy the silence and reflection that is a natural setting for the sublime.
- Remember one’s sublime moments even to the point of writing them down.
- Make time for the sublime.

e Bring something or a picture of something sublime to the study group and explain
why you find it sublime.



31

Chapter 15 | The Rule of Money

Frenetic intemperance has given rise to a rule of money. This rule is the misuse of money that turns it from a
common means of exchange into the measure of all relationships, principles, and values.

In pre-industrial times, productive activities were embedded in the social, cultural, and religious organization
of society. This rule of money and its corresponding set of values puts aside these social, cultural, and moral val-
ues and assigns more importance to quantity over quality, utility over beauty, matter over spirit. Everything
tends to be commercialized.

While the rule of money can stimulate the economy, it can have negative consequences by creating conditions
that favor speculation, exaggerated risk, and frenetic intemperance. It can empower institutions to expand the money
supply or develop complex financial products. It often leads to government bailouts and financial crashes.

The rule of money leads to a financial situation in which a supply of fast and easy credit becomes a fixture in
society. Advertising often induces the urge to buy right away and incur great debt. Today, this world of finance seems
to have led not only to unprecedented material prosperity, but also great debt and frenetic intemperance.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of how the rule of money has affected you personally by

making money the principal concern of life.
The phenomenon of the rule of money might manifest itself in the following ways:
= The overwhelming concern for instant profit and dividend earnings in the stock market;
- The pressure on young people to enter college regardless of their inclinations to pursue other avenues;
- The pressure to enter a career that makes a lot of money, but is not the passion of the person;
= The “time is money” mentality;
- The tendency to value the cheapness of goods over the quality of goods;
= Alack of appreciation of beauty since it does not make money;
= The lack of concern for the human element of production and the emphasis only on cost;
= The ruthlessness of money dealings that often trumps friendship;
= The use of cookies in online advertising that intrudes into the life of the consumer;
= Online buying without human relationships;
- A willingness to cheat others to make more money;
= Alack of emphasis on the practice of charity since one cannot benefit from it;
= Outsourcing of production only out of concern to save money;
- The widespread cases of depression caused by failure that lead to suicide and anti-social behavior;
- The commercialization of Christmas;
= The neglect of religion since money replaces God for some people; and
- The lack of religious vocations since this is not valued by a society that wants to make money.

e Discuss and give examples of how the rule of money can undermine markets.
Some ways the rule of money undermines
markets might include:
- The lack of transparency in markets, making it difficult to know from where things originate;
- The outsourcing of production to places where human rights and wages are not respected;
- The outsourcing of production to places where there is no concern for the environment, and thus does
not follow environmentally beneficial rules that cost other companies moneys;
- Investments where the only criteria is money and not concerns for the economy or the nation as a whole;
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= The use of risky investment instruments that endanger markets;

- Government policies that artificially stimulate economy and bail out failures;

= Government policies that overregulate to oppose the abuses of those engaged in the rule of money;

- The overemphasis of quarterly earnings reports that encourage short-term profit over long-term needs;
- Therise of “corporate raider” investors who buy companies to empty them of value and then resell them;
= The issuing of junk bonds and the practice of day trading;

= The selling of house loans, knowing that the person cannot pay for it; and

- Frenetic trading that does not consider what is being traded and can cause “flash” crashes.

e Discuss and describe how the rule of money affects you and society by the extension of
credit and a climate of easy money.
Such ways might include:
- A society built on credit and credit ratings and not personal qualities;
- The ready availability of credit cards, even to those who cannot pay for them;
= Credit card debt and minimum monthly payments that weigh down the lives of millions;
- The use of installment plans and car payments over time that facilitate bad decisions;
- The tendency not to save money since it appears there will never be a lack of it;
- The promotion of mortgages among those who do not earn enough to service them;
= The use of deficit spending by governments to finance projects;
= The use of low-interest borrowing and other financial methods for leveraging;
= Incurring debt of all kinds and the inability of many to service the debt;
= The lack of interest paid on deposits that promotes the spending, not the saving, of money;
- The emphasis on acquisition and ostentation, all paid for with debt; and
= The allure of advertising that entices people to buy that which they cannot afford.

e How can you oppose the rule of money? What concrete measures can you take to do this?
Measures opposing the rule of money might include:
- Be a good Catholic.
- Slow down the tempo of your life and improve the quality of your life.
- Stay out of debt.
- Learn to appreciate arts and beautiful things that can replace the value placed on money.
- Reject the god of money and adore the one true God.
- Make wise and calm investments without frenzy.
= Give special value to the family and community and invest in them.
= Reject the vulgarity of showing off money.
= Accept the crosses that are given to you, which might include the lack of money.
= Value principles over money in all occasions.
- Delay purchases for a while to see if the item is really needed.
- Cultivate human relationships when buying or selling,
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Chapter 16 | Rejecting False Alternatives at the Crossroads

ith society in crisis, false alternatives that will greatly imperil our nation are appearing on the horizon that normally
would not have any chance of success. However, a general frustration with present institutions, a hostility to the
State, and a questioning of authority tempts many to seek positions in desperation that they once considered extreme.
These times call for firm principles, decisive action, and unity, not scattered activity driven by frustration, whim,
and rage. The times call for calm reflection, not frantic reactions magnified by computer networks and media.
False alternatives now being proposed include an ecological revolt against civilization, consumerism, and
moral structures in society; reincarnations of socialism; and anarchical libertarian models hostile to the State.
While these alternatives may appear as isolated fragments, they have common threads that unite them. They
are united in their discontent, skepticism, and rejection of America’s Christian heritage. They count on powerful
governmental, academic, and media allies. These alternatives promote frenetic intemperance and will only make
the situation worse.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of the frustrations and mistrust that people feel with present

structures. How do they discourage people from pursuing the spiritual in daily life?
Frustration and mistrust with present structures are manifested in the following ways:
= The political system is considered by many to be polarized and gridlocked.
= There is distrust in religious institutions that strayed from their missions.
= The educational system is distrusted by the millions who home school.
- Government programs cause frustration by their unwieldy size and bureaucracy.
- Some business models do not seem to be working any more.
= Alternative medicine harbors distrust towards modern medicine.
= There is distrust in financial markets that no longer instill confidence.
- The immigration problem is frustrating people who do not know how to deal with it.
= The breakdown of the family is so generalized that many have abandoned it.
- Crime, drug use, and other illegal problems are a manifestation of frustration and the need to escape.
- People question morality and adopt their own notions of it.
- International relationships and alliances no longer work as they did.

e Discuss and give examples of how some people are embracing extreme positions
that they may have never previously considered. How is this dividing the nation?
Some examples of extreme positions might include:
= The proliferation of bizarre religious cults and New Age religions;
= The spreading of youth gangs and fads;
= The rise of Satanism and witchcraft;
- The extreme use of politically correct jargon to intimidate those who dissent from liberal opinions.
= The new interest for socialism.
- The ecological and green movements’ extreme views on the earth and man’s role.
- The global warming mania that is leading to every extreme positioning.
- Homosexual and transgender activism and intolerance that leads to attacks upon traditional morality;
= The rage of campus movements who call for diversity and structural reforms;
- The violence against the police and the law;
= The new racial confrontations that create class struggle; and
= The proliferation of conspiracy theories, especially on the Internet.
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e Discuss and give examples of alternatives that are fragmenting the nation.
Such alternatives might include:
= Any of the many ecological movements;
- The anti-progress groups that are anti-consumerist and delight in simplicity and misery;
- The secessionist movements that call for states to leave the union;
- Leftist groups promoting socialist alternatives;
= Anarchical libertarians who reject the notion of government in most things;
- Those who believe in apocalyptical religions;
- NGO's that have their own agendas favoring the environment or the sexual revolution;
- Those who have a cybernetic or futuristic vision of the future;
- Islamist groups who have radical and violent philosophies;
= The so-called Benedict option urging people to withdraw from society;
- The movement merging man and robot;
- The sagebrush rebellion and militia groups; and
- #blacklivesmatter and other anti-establishment groups.

e How are these alternatives united and helped by others in promoting discontent
and amplifying the effects of these minorities beyond their numbers?
= The use of the Internet and social media were helpful for movements like the Arab Spring.
= The whole liberal establishment unites to defend Islam against attacks by conservatives.
- The media is an essential tool to support all liberal causes.
- Academia and the university system use their prestige to help alternative views.
= Progressivist and liberal clergy are helpful in giving prestige to alternative groups.
- Government agencies often help alternative groups through money or support.
- The entertainment industry is a great source of support for liberal causes.
- Political parties give expression to alternative causes.
- Liberal intellectuals use their prestige to support alternative causes.
- Liberal business associations give money and support to alternative causes.

e How can you oppose the alternatives that are coming?
What concrete measures can you take to avoid this?
Measures might include the following:
- Be a good Catholic.
- Reject all kinds of unbalanced and ideological ecology movements.
- Promote good stewardship of the land and balanced use of natural resources.
- Refuse to use politically correct jargon.
- Defend the traditional family and morality as the foundation of all society.
- Be patriotic and show love of one’s country; celebrate its unity.
= Show proper respect for the law.
- Take rational, not emotional, political positions.
= Think big and think long term.
- Think in terms of the common good and not only one’s self.
= Oppose socialism in all its forms.
= Appeal to God and pray for the nation.

e Pick an alternative movement and show how it is leading the country to ruin.
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Chapter 17 | Returning to an Economy without Frenetic Intemperance

here are four preconditions to begin a return to order. The first one is to have no illusions that the cancer of
frenetic intemperance is leading the nation to ruin. Just tweaking or jumpstarting the economy will not
work. The root cause of frenetic intemperance must be addressed.

The second presupposition is that one cannot give in to the temptation to write off the present system and
isolate oneself from the crisis. One must unite with others and not abandon the nation in time of need.

The third measure is to defend those things that are still good in the nation. Excellent values like private prop-
erty or surviving moral values must be defended during the present crisis. A “Ten Commandment America” must
be buttressed.

Finally, Americans must have the courage to broaden their outlook and articulate a grand vision of an eco-
nomic order without frenetic intemperance. This can be done by embracing a return to the timeless principles
that once guided Christian civilization. A universe of refreshing and original applications of those principles can
provide amazing solutions.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of how people still have illusions about the seriousness of the present crisis.

- The unwillingness of many to reform their personal lives in a serious fashion;
- Those who invest in get-rich-quick investments and yet never get there;
- Those who promote and advocate artificial stimulus programs to jumpstart the economys;
- Those who believe in political solutions as the only way to solve the nation’s problems;
- Those who propose big government programs as the solution to heath care or education;
- Those who are voluntarily indifferent to the news and live outside a complete knowledge of the crisis;
- Those who pursue a spirituality that is disconnected from the world around them;
- Those who make pop culture and sports the only concerns of their lives and thus refuse to perceive a crisis;
- The “party” economy people who live as if in a party and do not think in the long term;
= Those in the liberal establishment who believe their power will never diminish;
- Those who only think about money and ignore the rest of the world;
- Those who take out large debt and do not save money because they do not believe a crisis will come; and
- The optimistic “happy ending” attitude that everything will come out well in the end, even when it doesn't.

e Discuss and give examples of the ways in which individuals have written
off the system and isolated themselves.
Some ways people have written off the system and isolated themselves might include:
= The survivalist communities formed to ride out the crisis in isolated places all over the country;
- Those who have written off the idea of government and hold to anarchical ideas;
- Religious sects and cults that have an apocalyptical outlook, which leads them to form their own com-
munities;
- Those who show an indifference and apathy toward current events and live individualistic lifestyles;
- Those who live bizarre sexual lifestyles and subcultures that isolate themselves from the mainstream;
= Those who form illegal militia and attack government agents;
- Those who have gone to extremes in rejecting modern medicine and adopt their own health alternatives;
- Ecological fanatics that form communities and reject modern life in general;
- Broken and dysfunctional families that cannot integrate into society and live isolated lives;
= Youths that live on the fringes of society and manifest resentments and even violence toward society; and
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= Islamic terrorists who pursue an agenda aimed at destroying the system and replacing it with another.

e What are some of the good things about America (and the West)
hat must be defended and promoted?
Some of these good things might include:
- A system of ordered liberty that facilitates prosperity and also American ingenuity;
= A strong notion of private property and free enterprise that assures a free market;
- A willingness to defend life and property;
- Excellent educational facilities and universities, as well as an intellectual body of thought and method;
= Arespect for the rule of law;
- A strong religious sentiment that facilitates a moral society;
= A spirit of sacrifice among Americans that has defended the West on many occasions;
- A strong military and a willingness to use it against evil;
- A strong work ethic that has long been part of the national identity;
- A kind and generous people who donate enormous amounts of time and money to the service of others;
= A strong reaction against communism and socialism;
- A bountiful land blessed by God;
- Strong reactions to abortion, same-sex marriage, and other moral problems; and
- What is left of manners and politeness.

e Where can refreshing new solutions to the present crisis be found?
Some sources for solutions might be found in the following places:
- America’s common law tradition in the field of law;
- Reviving the notion of natural law that has been destroyed by modern theories;
- The moral teachings of luminaries like Saint Thomas Aquinas or Saint Bonaventure;
- A notion of Christendom and what it entails;
- Seeing the influence of the Church as the great civilizer;
- The reading of great counter-revolutionary authors;
- Returning to medieval roots to discover principles long forgotten; and
= Moral and theological works that address social relationships.

e How can you work to prepare for an eventual return to order?
What concrete measures can you take to do this?
Measures might include the following:
- Be a good Catholic.
- Be prudent in making physical preparations for a crisis.
= Develop social ties that will help in time of crisis.
= Defend God in the public square.
- Neither exaggerate nor underestimate the seriousness of the problem; be realistic.
- Seek ways to work together with family, neighbors, and friends to resolve problems.
= Praise the nation and even the government when it does something good.
= Accept the sufferings you receive as preparation for greater sufferings to come.
= Accept the crosses that are given to you, which might include the lack of money.
- Study the Great Books with a proper commentary as a means of learning lessons from the past.
- Learn to pray well and do so constantly.
= Cultivate an enormous confidence in God.
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Part 2 The Road Ahead: A Return to Order (Chapters 18-20)

Chapter 18 | A Salvific Debate: Becoming a Nation, Becoming a People

he nation can be described as being divided into “two Americas” engaged in a salvific debate over its future.

The first and more dominant America is organized like the cooperative-union model. It generally favors fre-
netic intemperance and frenzied lifestyles. It dominates through media, fashions, and pop culture that portray
life through this prism of the maximum enjoyment of life.

The other America consists of those that resist the cold, mechanistic aspects of a super-industrialized co-op.
They yearn for a calmer, more reflective pace of life, formed around vague Christian notions of God, family, and
country, for which they are willing to sacrifice or even die. Those who reacted against communism and the sexual
revolution are part of this America. However, these Americans do not have sufficient clarity of vision to bring
about the needed transformation in society.

This second America needs to articulate a clear set of guiding principles as a rallying point. From this frame-
work, a plan of action can be made, based not on a nostalgic revival, but a return to timeless principles.

A new consensus must be formed around a return to order. This is aided by many who express a yearning and
admiration for once-rejected traditions as seen in the rebirth of certain crafts, foods, and arts. What is needed
is a return to order which is “that state of things where everything functions according to its nature and end”
Russell Kirk calls order “the first need of the soul”

Discussion Questions
e Discuss the first “America” and give examples of people in this current.

How does this first “America” dominate?
The first dominating current might include:
= The pop culture with all its latest fashions and trends;
= The Silicon Valley culture and liberal academia;
- Liberal members of Congress and government, Hollywood actors, and jet-set figures;
= The frenzied business sector often found on Wall Street;
- The media establishment and entertainment industry;
- Liberal clergy and progressive religious denominations;
- Those promoting the sexual revolution in all its manifestations; and
- Anywhere frenetic intemperance is found.

This current dominates more by the overwhelming impression of strength than actual power. The media and
all “official” liberal establishment figures are also very important agents of this America.

¢ Discuss the second “America.” Give examples of people or groupings that belong to this current.
Why does this current not dominate?
Those belonging to this current might include:
- Evangelicals and conservative Protestants;
- Traditional and conservative Catholics;
- The “crunchy con” conservatives that live healthy lifestyles;
= The pro-lifers and those who insist on sexual morality;
= The Ten Commandment Americans that cling to moral principles;
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Chapter 18 | A Salvific Debate: Becoming a Nation, Becoming a People

= Those who support the Second Amendment;

= Those who admire the armed forces and heroes;

= Those who admire craftsmanship and quality;

- Homeschoolers reacting to the decline of education;

- Homebrewers and microbrewers desiring quality and not the rule of money; and

= Those who are attached to the idea of property and oppose socialism and communism.

This current does not dominate because it fails to articulate a framework of order that can move the public.
It is based on vague and often nostalgic notions that make it difficult to form a movement.

e Discuss the notion of order. Why does a notion of order enter the debate?
Why is
this called a “salvific debate?”
Order is that state of things where everything functions according to its nature and end. When everything is
doing what it is supposed to be doing, there is order “because nature is the cause of order” and “whatever
does not possess order is not according to nature” (Saint Thomas Aquinas, In Physic., lib. 8, lect. 3, n. 3). Order
stems from the principles and priorities by which we orient ourselves.
A notion of order enters into the debate because, as the old system breaks down, people are looking at al-
ternatives from the past. They come to long for their father’s house.
It is a salvific debate because the future of the nation is at stake. The awkward situation of two Americas
can no longer be sustained.

e How can you work to strengthen the second America?
What concrete measures can you take to do this?
This might be done in the following ways:
- Be a good Christian.
= Study history and learn from the past.
= Revive notions of right and wrong, good and bad.
= Reject the pop culture and other manifestations of the first America.
- Favor order in everything and protest against disorder.
= Oppose all manifestations of socialism.
= Study how Christian civilization was organized.
= Base your opinion on strong convictions and principles.
= Do not be afraid to engage in the fight for America.
= Cultivate a love for quality and craftsmanship and even engage in a craft.
= Confide in and pray to God for a return to order.
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Chapter 19 | Preliminary Objections:
Can Medieval Economy Be a Solution?

Areal return to order in economy means to a return to some basic premises that had once served to keep
economy in balance in medieval Christendom.

The first medieval premise is that while economics is a necessary science, it is not the most important human
field. The spiritual side of man is superior to the material side and gives rise to political, social, cultural, and re-
ligious activities and sciences that tower above economics. When economics alone dominates, man himself is
demeaned.

A second premise affirms that economics alone is limited; it must have recourse with respect to other sciences.
While economics deals with acts of wealth creation and consumption, it involves moral actions that must be
guided by other normative sciences like ethics or moral philosophy.

Perhaps the most important premise of the medieval economic order is an insistence that economic activity
be considered in the context of a social order bound by general rules of sociability, charity, or justice that must
govern human relations.

The great error of modern economy is that it has become an end in itself. It separates itself from the influence
of those human sciences and norms that should orient all human actions.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of how economics now dominates and is considered the

most important human field.
Examples of how economics is considered the most important field might include:
- The prevalence of technological and economic related studies at universities;
- The neglect of cultural and literary arts as superficial and unnecessary;
- The use of economic statistics everywhere as a source of guidance;
= The reduction of projects to the bottom-line benefits;
- The consideration of profession based on money earned;
- How political debate is dominated by economics, jobs, and prosperity;
- The popularity of economic journals like the Wall Street Journal and others;
- The “time is money” mentality;
- The idea that government actions to stimulate economy play a primary role; and
- The relegation of God and religion to a secondary place in national life.

e Discuss and give examples of how economics alone is limited and must be
guided by other normative sciences like ethics.
Examples of how other normative sciences are needed to guide economics include the following:
- The practice of the Ten Commandments is essential in providing the proper climate for good business.
= The need for honesty and trust is especially needed for economics to succeed.
= A concept of the common good should be used to judge whether certain ventures should be undertaken.
- A person must not engage in the sale of illegal things, even if profitable.
- Trade with communist countries is immoral and should not be done.
- Workers must be treated well if economy is to prosper.
= There should be a certain quality in goods so as to uplift all society.
- Economic development requires that individuals and organizations be good stewards of property.
= Economic policy should take into consideration and respect political aspects.
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= The rights of God should be respected by those engaged in economy.

e Discuss and give examples of how economics should be considered in the context of a social order
bound by general rules of sociability, charity, or justice that must govern human relations.
Ways economics might be considered in this context include the following:
= Those involved in economics should be an integral part of a community.
- Those in business should voluntarily donate to charity and help the poor in their areas.
- The location of an enterprise must take into consideration how it affects the whole. It should not damage
the property value of others.
= The social and cultural life of a nation is worth much more than the economic life.
= Good treatment of workers and employees is essential for society and economy.
- Those involved in economy should support the Church and its works.
- Family business should be encouraged when possible, since it is a great element of stability.
- Just business practices are essential.
- Social capital—social relationships—are just as important as other capital.
= There should be links between the economic, cultural, religious, and other parts of a community.
God and His law should be considered in business dealings

e How can you work to put economics in its proper place?
What concrete measures can you take to do this?
This might be done in the following ways:
= Be a good Catholic.
= Give time and support to the Church, giving God His due.
- Give time and support to one’s family, even over business obligations.
- Do not make one’s work one’s life.
= Work in order to live. Do not live in order to work.
- Enjoy leisure and artistic pursuits.
- Recognize that time is not money!
- Insist upon honest business practices where you work.
= Do not idolize those whose only accomplishment is making money.
- Pick a profession based on one’s passion, not one’s wallet.
- Be generous and charitable.
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Chapter 20 | What Might Have Been, What Could Still Be

Many claim that returning to medieval economic principles would negate the unprecedented technical
progress and production of the Industrial Revolution. The charge is refuted by the fact that medieval eco-
nomic principles gave rise to incredible technological and economic progress. Medieval times introduced “ma-
chinery into Europe on a scale no civilization had previously known.” It was also the first complex civilization
built without slave labor.

In fact, the medieval Christian worldview favored progress by offering a “harmonious objective order intelligible
to man” that gave an advantage over other less-rational civilizations that developed and then decayed.

Technology in the Middle Ages did not dominate, but was fully integrated into the culture and imbued with
religious and moral meaning. Had its technology later developed normally—without frenetic intemperance—a
much more advanced Christian civilization could well have arisen.

Likewise, medieval man laid the foundations of economic thought by dealing with complex problems clearly
and consistently based on solid principle. Especially noteworthy were the Scholastics of the School of Salamanca
(1500-1650). Had this thought developed freely, it could have resolved complex issues, and paved the way for a
prosperous economic order.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss and give examples of medieval inventions and the technological progress that

came from the Middle Ages that we now enjoy.
Examples of medieval technological progress might include:
- The development of architecture as seen in medieval cathedrals;
- The invention and development of windows and chimneys;
= The development of power to replace human power such as windmills and watermills;
- The invention and development of eyeglasses that extended the work life of people by twenty years;
- The development of musical instruments such as the pipe organ, clavichord, violin, and fiddle; and
- The development of agriculture—especially the plow, horse collar, and planting methods.

e Discuss and give examples of how medieval man developed systems of thought that
favored progress and provided solutions.
Systems which medieval man developed include:
- Hospitals, which systematized healthcare for the first time;
- Legal codes and science, which systematized law for the first time in history;
- The university system that systemized learning as never before;
- The labor system, with masters, journeymen, and apprentices, that continues to this day;
- Polyphonic music and instruments to create harmonies;
- Flexible and rational theology that corresponded to reality; and
- The basics of economics, especially by the Scholastics in Salamanca.

e Discuss what it means that medieval technology was fully integrated into the culture
and imbued with religious and moral meaning. Give examples of how this might happen.
Examples might include:

- Economic activity, which included the notion of care for the cure of body and soul;
- The practice of giving justice in the marketplace priority over profit;
- Developing technology that considered human dignity and not simply “hands with a head”;
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- The introduction of many labor-saving devices to spare humans from suffering and tediousness;
- The blending of technology and beauty consistent with faith, as in the building of cathedrals;

- Any product developed according to the rhythm of life and the seasons; and

- Leisure being practiced and favored by the frequency of holy days off.

¢ In what ways can you integrate medieval ideas about technology into daily life?
What concrete measures can you take to do this?
This might be done in the following ways:
Be a good Catholic.
- Develop a love of craftsmanship that uses modern tools but keeps the human touch.
- Become a craftsman oneself.
- Be innovative in your work.
- Make technology serve man in one’s work, not vice versa.
- Recognize the dignity in others and do not ask others to do things that compromise this dignity.
- Use technology to produce beautiful things.
- Use technology to make non-standard things or change standard things to adapt to needs.
- Look for labor-saving devices that save man from tediousness.
- Do not buy things made by countries using nearly slave labor.
- Reject technology and gadgetry that is used for vices and bad ends.
- Use technology that helps one practice virtue.
- Pray when you work.
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Part 3 Foundations of an Organic Order (Chapters 21-24)

Chapter 21| Organic Society: An Unknown Ideal

An organic society can be defined as a social order oriented towards the common good that naturally and spon-
taneously develops under the guidance of the principles of natural law and the Gospel, thus allowing man to
pursue the perfection of his essentially social nature.

The term “organic” is used metaphorically to highlight a society’s resemblance to living organisms. The cells,
tissues, organs, and systems in a living being can be compared to analogous individuals, families, and associa-
tions in an organic society. Each has its unique function, working together towards the common good.

Organic society differs substantially from mechanistic conceptions of a society. Organic society confirms
man’s social nature whereby people normally perfect themselves by living in community. In an organic society,
a person is treated as an integral part of society. In a mechanistic society, the individual is an interchangeable
cog in an organization.

Life’s processes are very different from mechanical processes. Life brings with it choices, creativity, and varied
rhythms from which spring forth systems of art, styles of life, institutions, and economic models. The mechanistic
model brings forth rigid and soulless central planning,.

From the concept of organic society comes the idea that all are equal in nature yet unequal in accidents, thus
resulting in an ordered hierarchical society. The Church is also organized in organic fashion and uses the living
metaphor of a Mystical Body with Christ as the head.

While not perfect, the analogy between a living being and a machine is helpful in explaining the differences be-
tween organic society and mechanistic forms of society.

Discussion Questions
e Discuss the definition of organic society. Can you give examples of how organic society might

manifest itself in your daily life?
Examples of organic society in daily life might include:
= The family in all its variety, exuberance, and spontaneity;
- Any kind of social life, when it favors virtue;
- Any creative process like that of music and arts that one might practice and share;
= Any art like literature and poetry that one might share;
= The development of any craft;
- The development of spiritual life and parish life;
= The development of family businesses that are full of relationships and human links with customers;
= The development of farming and work with the soil in a non-industrial way;
- A truly intellectual life; and
= A truly organic government, which by extension stresses the human element and involves governing by
influence, not bureaucracy.

e Discuss and give examples of mechanistic society.
How is it different from organic society and how does it invade your daily life?
Examples of a mechanistic society in daily life might include:
- A workplace where a person is integrated into mechanical processes with little room for creativity;
= A university or school organized to process students through the courses and not true learning;
- Fast food that creates an identical product for all times and places;
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- Franchises that market using identical systems for all places;

- Certain types of industrial agriculture that minimize the human element;

- Government bureaucracy, which is a mechanization of techniques and forms that treat all coldly and equally;
- The dominance of mass production where all things are very standardized;

= The dominance of mass media and advertising that treats people like manipulated numbers or statistics;
- Big government programs with one-size-fits-all solutions; and

= Architecture that is standardized and not adapted to individual needs of families.

e Discuss and give examples of the social nature of an organic society.
How does this help you develop yourself?
Ways the social nature of an organic society helps one develop might include:
- In organic society, the art of conversation is naturally developed to help social interaction.
- In organic society, the role of the teacher is to help others develop full potential, not pass tests.
- In organic society, parents play an important role in guiding the child and developing character.
- In organic society, the Church helps the individual develop a sense of morality, virtue, and justice.
- In organic society, a person develops tastes and preferences in sync with a locality and community.
- In government, the leader serves as a model of virtue.
- In organic society, people are integrated with the local history and therefore know where they come from
and where they ought to go.
= Organic society helps people understand their individual roles, vocations, or functions in society.

e Discuss and give examples of how the Catholic Church is an organic society par excellence.
Ways the Church is an organic society might include:
= The Church develops local devotions and venerates local saints that are a part of society.
= The Church develops local hymns and music and integrates them into its worship.
= The Church is still universal, yet particular expressions of the Faith are welcome.
= The hierarchy of the Church is organically organized with the right levels of management.
= The Church is extremely personal in its approach to people as seen, for example, in Confession.
= The Church develops clergy to guide and orient people in an organic fashion, not all equally.
= The Church rewards initiatives as can be seen in those who form new orders, institutions, and congregations.
= The Church has novel solutions to old problems like education and health care.
- The Church is an organic teacher and educator as seen in her institutions.

e How can you work to live life in an organic fashion? What concrete measures can you take to do this?
This might be done in the following ways:
- Be a good Catholic.
- Live a very intense family life.
- Experiment with local foods that express the character of the place.
- Promote individual expression in family and work.
- Learn an art or craft that will help develop your creativity.
- Enjoy leisure and conversation as a development of social skills.
- Treat employees like family in the workplace.
- Develop a personal spiritual life according to your preferences, yet integrated into the life of a parish.
- Be part of the community where you live.
- Understand your family and local history.
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O rganic solutions cannot be imposed upon people as if they were machines. Unlike mechanistic models, organic
solutions are full o